
PROVERBS: A PRACTICAL USER MANUAL ON

DISCOVERING GOD'S WILL

(AN OBJECT LESSON, "ALL THE PARTS WORKING

IN THE PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN WALK")

     1 IN FACT, WE LEARNED LAST TIME THAT A PROPERLY NURTURED MARRIAGE IS IMPORTANT TO THE BELIEVER'S PRAYER-
LIFE. I PETER 3:7

     2  THE OT PRESENTS LENGTH OF LIFE IN TERMS OF QUALITY, NOT JUST YEARS.  ABRAHAM WAS A MAN “...FULL OF
YEARS...” WHEN HE DIED (GEN 25:7, 8).  HOWEVER, WHEN THE PHARAOH ASKED HOW OLD 130 YEAR OLD JACOB HE WAS, HE

REPLIED THAT HIS YEARS HAD BEEN “...FEW AND DIFFICULT...” (GEN 47:9).

PROV 1:2 That people may know skill and Godly wisdom and instruction, discern and
comprehend the words of understanding and insight, 3 Receive instruction in wise dealing
and the discipline of wise thoughtfulness, righteousness, justice and integrity; 4 That
prudence may be given to the simple, and knowledge, discretion and discernment to the
youth; 5 The wise also may hear and increase in learning, and the person of understanding
acquire skill and attain to sound counsels [so that he may be able to steer his course rightly];
[See Prov 9:9].

MY SON HAS THIS IMPRESSIVE MODEL CAR BUILT OUT OF LEGOS.  THIS CAR HAS MANY

DETAILS OF A REAL HI-TECH CAR AND, IN FACT, COULD BE USED TO TEACH MANY OF THE

PARTS OF THE REAL THING.  W HAT IMPRESSED ME IS THAT HE WAS ABLE TO PAY ATTENTION

TO THE DETAIL.  THIS CAR HAS ALL WHEEL DRIVE (WITH A FULLY FUNCTIONAL MANUAL

TRANSMISSION), ALL W HEEL STEERING W ITH FULLY INDEPENDENT SUSPENSION!  IT EVEN

HAS TILT UP HEADLIGHTS LIKE THE EXPENSIVE SPORTS CARS DO.

THE THING THAT IMPRESSED ME IS THAT IF JUST ONE PART BECOM ES DISCONNECTED IN

THIS CAR IT BECOMES BASICALLY INOPERATIVE.  ALAN IS CONSTANTLY ADJUSTING AND RE-

CONNECTING  LEGO PARTS TO KEEP THIS CAR W ORKING PROPERLY.

I WO ULD LIKE TO MAKE THIS LEGO-CAR AN OBJECT LESSON ON THE PRACTICAL

CHRISTIAN LIFE.  ALTOGETHER TOO MANY TIMES THE AVERAGE BELIEVER TAKES THE

ATTITUDE THAT THE LENGTH AND BREADTH OF HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS LORD IS THAT OF

HIS CONFESSION OF FAITH AND A CERTAIN CHURCH LIFE-STYLE.  I WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST

THAT EVERY AREA OF HIS LIFE IS IMPORTANT TO HIS RELATIONSHIP W ITH HIS LORD AND HIS

TESTIMONY IN THE WORLD 1.  BEFORE WE FINISH W ITH THIS SERIES WE W ILL SEE THE

IMPORTANCE THAT EVERY AREA OF OUR LIFE, NO MATTER HOW  MUNDANE, HAS TO OUR

LORD IN OUR FELLOW SHIP W ITH HIM AND OUR TESTIMONY IN THE WORLD.

ARE ALL THE PARTS WORKING? (PROV 3:1-8; LUKE 2:52)

Prov 3:1 My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments:  2 For length of
days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee.  3 Let not mercy and truth forsake
thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart:  4 So shalt thou
find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man.  5 Trust in the LORD with
all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  6 In all thy ways acknowledge
him, and he shall direct thy paths.  7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and
depart from evil.  8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.

ALAN'S LEGO -CAR HOLDS A LESSON FOR US IN THE CHRISTIAN W ALK.  NOT ICE VERSE 4: 

THE W ORDS FAVOUR AND GOOD UNDERSTANDING  ARE UNIFIED IN CONCEPT IN THIS SENSE. 

THEY MEAN THAT THE PERSON W HO OBSERVES THIS "USER'S MANUAL" W ILL OBTAIN A GOOD

NAME (NIV) -  HIGH ESTEEM (AMPLIFIED) IN THE SIGHT OF BOTH GOD AND MAN.  THIS MAN IS A

MAN OF INTEGRITY - HE W ILL LIVE A FULL LIFE - NOT NECESSARILY A LONG LIFE IN TERMS OF

YEARS BUT A LIFE THAT IS FULFILLED 2.  HE W ILL FIND FAVOR BOTH IN GO D'S SIGHT AND IN

THE SIGHT OF MAN - IN THE CHRISTIAN W ALK THAT TRANSLATES INTO A LIFE OF PRACTICAL

HOLINESS AND A GOOD TESTIMONY IN THE WORLD.

THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS’ CHILDHOOD



PROVERBS: A PRACTICAL USER MANUAL ON

DISCOVERING GOD'S WILL

(AN OBJECT LESSON, "ALL THE PARTS WORKING

IN THE PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN WALK")

LITTLE IS KNOWN ABOUT JESUS’ CHILDHOOD.  THE HOLY SPIRIT DID MAKE ONE

IMPORTANT POINT: Luke 2:52 “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.” 

THE LESSON FRO M JESUS’ CHILDHOOD IS THAT GOD EXPECTS HIS MORAL CHARACTER TO BE

ON DISPLAY BOTH IN THE SPIRITUAL AND THE MUNDANE.  OUR LORD KEPT THE LAW

PERFECTLY INCLUDING THE INSTRUCTIONS FOUND IN PROVERBS.

GOD’S MORAL CHARACTER IN EVERY AREA

OF OUR LIVES

HERE'S W HERE OUR OBJECT LESSON COM ES INTO PLAY: "...6a In all thy ways acknowledge

him ..."  ALL THE "PARTS" IN OUR CHRISTIAN LIFE MUST BE IN PLACE AND WORKING - EVERY

AREA OF OUR LIFE MUST BE UNDER THE DISCIPLINE AND PRUDENT CONTRO L OF GOD'S

W ORD, INCLUDING PROVERBS.  A BELIEVER WHO IS NEGLECTFUL OF GOD’S M ORAL

CONTROL IN HIS MARRIAGE, HIS BUSINESS OR IN THE WORK PLACE IS MOST CERTAINLY OUT

OF THE WILL OF GOD!  "... 6b and he shall direct thy paths..."  THIS IS GOD'S GUARANTEE THAT

THE BELIEVER CAN KNOW  THAT HE IS IN THE W ILL OF GOD - REMEMBER, THE SCOPE OF THIS

SERIES IS ESPECIALLY REGARDING THE MUNDANE - THE EVERY-DAY DETAILS OF LIFE.  THERE

ARE MANY OTHER AREAS OF STUDY THAT AFFECT THE BELIEVER'S RELATIONSHIP W ITH THE

LORD - THIS PARTICULAR AREA, I FEEL, HAS BEEN NEGLECTED IN EMPHASIS.  A BELIEVER

MAY CLAIM LOFTY DEGREES OF SPIRITUALITY BUT, IF HE IS NEGLECTFUL ESPECIALLY IN THE

MUNDANE AREAS COVERED IN THE BOOK OF PROVERBS HIS CLAIM OF SPIRITUALITY IS AN

EMPTY ONE.

PRACTICAL USER INFORMATION FOR THE YOUNG

Prov 1:4 for giving prudence to the simple, knowledge and discretion to the young--

PROVERBS IS ESPECIALLY USEFUL TO THE YOUNG PEOPLE.  THE ABILITY TO MAKE THE

RIGHT DECISIONS AT AN EARLY AGE IS VERY IMPORTANT.  ONE MAJOR CONTRIBUTOR TO BAD

CHOICES IS W ILFUL DISOBEDIENCE.  YOUNG PEOPLE NEED TO GUARD AGAINST W ILFUL

DISOBEDIENCE.  IT IS A PROBLEM OF ALL AGES - HOW EVER, YOUNG PEOPLE ARE

INEXPERIENCED - THIS MAKES THEM ESPECIALLY VULNERABLE.  WILFUL DISOBEDIENCE IS BY

DEFINITION AN ACT OF THE W ILL.  DISOBEDIENCE TO GOD’S W ORD IS HARDLY EVER A

STRAIGHTFORW ARD ACT OF REBELLION.  MANY TIMES IT BLENDS IN W ITH W ILFUL

IGNORANCE - LET ME ILLUSTRATE.  BELIEVE IT OR NOT THERE IS ANOTHER INTERSECTION

W ORSE THAN THE TRAFFIC CIRCLE IN DERRY.  I USED TO COMMUTE TO WORK IN BEDFORD

MASS BY DRIVING THROUGH CHELMSFORD.  ONE INTERSECTION HAS 6 ROADS COMING INTO

IT (W E USED TO CALL IT KAMIKAZE CORNERS).  DRIVING THROUGH THAT INTERSECTION

ALMOST QUALIFIED AS A “RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE!”  THE MOST COMMON TRICK MOTORISTS

W OULD USE TO GET THROUGH THE INTERSECTION (THIS IS MY ILLUSTRATION) W OULD BE TO

DRIVE THROUG H W ITHOUT LOOKING AT YOU.  WITH EYES STRAIGHT AHEAD.  OH, THEY KNEW

YOU WERE THERE, THE THEORY W AS IF YOU THOUGHT THAT THEY HADN'T SEEN YOU, YOU

W OULD STOP TO AVOID BEING HIT.  

SOMETIMES I FEAR W E USE THE SAME TECHNIQUE W ITH GOD’S W ORD.  W E COME TO AN

INTERSECTION IN OUR LIVES W HERE W E SHOULD BE LEARNING ABOUT A CERTAIN AREA IN

OUR LIVES W HERE W E NEED TO OBEY GOD (ESPECIALLY IN LEARNING ABOUT OUR FAULTS)

INSTEAD OF LOOKING INTO G OD'S W ORD, INSTEAD OF CONFESSING A NEW LY LEARNED SIN IN

PRAYER OR ACTING IN AN AREA WHERE WE SHOULD APPLY GOD’S WORD - W E LOOK

STRAIGHT AHEAD  THINKING THAT IF WE AREN'T LOOKING AT GOD’S WORD - LOOKING AT OUR

SIN - LOOKING AT AN AREA THAT NEEDS AN ACT OF OBEDIENCE MAYBE GOD WON'T HOLD US

ACCOUNTABLE .  W RONG!

ROM ANS 6 DEALS W ITH OUR EMANCIPATION FROM THE DOMINION OF OUR SIN NATURE. 
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     3 Prov 4:25-27. Vs 25 "Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee, 26

Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established [on firm ground].  27 Turn not to the right
hand, nor to the left:  remove thy foot from evil."

IN THIS  TEXT (ROM 6:17), PAUL MAKES OBEDIENCE TO GOD'S W ORD THE KEY TO BEING

FREED FROM SLAVERY TO THE SIN NATURE .  

JAMES 4:17 STATES FLATLY THAT IF WE KNOW W HAT IS THE RIGHT THING TO DO AND DO

NOT DO IT, THEN THAT IS SIN TO US.  LACK OF APPLICATION OF BIBLE DOCTRINE IN

ESPECIALLY THE CASE OF PERSONAL SINS IS OUTRIGHT REBELLION IN THE SIGHT OF GOD. 

FAILURE TO ACTIVELY SEEK OUT THOSE AREAS IN OUR LIVES THAT MIGHT BE OFFENSIVE TO

GOD IS THE EQUIVALENT OF DRIVING THROUGH GOD'S INTERSECTION OF OPPORTUNITY OF

LEARNING OBEDIENCE.  THIS IS THE SIN OF W ILFUL IGNORANCE.  A GOOD YOUTH PROG RAM

W ILL BRING O UR YOUNG PEOPLE FACE-TO-FACE W ITH THESE ISSUES, NOT JUST ENTERTAIN

THEM.  OUR YOUNG PEOPLE STAND AT THIS IMAGINARY “INTERSECTION OF OPPORTUNITY 3.” 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW  THAT THEY ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR DECISIONS,

RIGHT OR W RONG.  THEY NEED TO KNOW  THAT THERE ARE GOING TO BE INTERSECTIONS OF

OPPORTUNITY TO OBEY OR DISOBEY THE LORD.  THEY MUST ASSUME THE RESPONSIBILITY

TO "LOOK" AT THE LORD'S W ILL AND OBEY IT AND NOT JUST DRIVE THROUGH THE

INTERSECTION IGNORING GO D'S W ILL FOR THEIR LIVES.  

THERE ARE THREE IMPORTANT QUALITIES THAT THE YOUNG NEED TO CULTIVATE IN

THEIR LIVES AND I CAN THINK OF NO BETTER SOURCE THAN GOD’S W ORD.  FIRST, THERE IS

“PRUDENCE” [SUBTLETY IN KJV] AS ONE GROW S UP HE NEEDS TO DEVELOP A SHREW DNESS

W ITH REGARD TO THOSE W HOM HE MEETS.  NOT TO DEVELOP SHREW DNESS MEANS ONE IS

OR BECOMES “SIMPLE” OR NAIVE  (Prov 14:15 A simple man believes anything, but a prudent man gives

thought to his steps).  MANY TIMES THOUGHTLESS OR EVEN ARROG ANT DECISIONS MADE IN

HAST AND IN NAIVETE CAN AFFECT THE REST OF A YOUNG PERSON’S LIFE.  PRUDENCE

MAKES A YOUNG PERSON “THINK TW ICE” BEFORE MAKING A BAD DECISION.  

THEN THERE IS “KNOWLEDGE.”  THIS IS THE KNOWLEDGE THAT IS GAINED FROM

EXPERIENCE.  A YOUNG MAN NEEDS TO  LEARN FROM EXPERIENCE.  A “SIMPLE” ONE DOES

NOT (Prov 14:18 The simple inherit folly: but the prudent are crowned with knowledge).  “FOLLY” IN THE

ORIGINAL MEANS TO BE “THICK-HEADED” A GOOD WORKING TRANSLATION HERE WOULD BE

THAT THE SIMPLE W EAR A CROW N OF BONE-HEADEDNESS BUT THE SHREWD ARE CROWNED

WITH KNOWLEDGE [FROM EXPERIENCE].

FINALLY THERE IS “DISCRETION.”  DISCRETION MEANS TO THINK THROUGH, TO PLAN. 

DISCRETION IS AN IMPORTANT INGREDIENT TO OUR YOUNG MAN’S EDUCATION - HIS

GROW ING UP IN THE LORD.  LOOK UP THE FOLLOW ING REFERENCES; PROV 2:11; 3:21; 8:12

(THIS IS THE PRE-EXISTENT CHRIST SPEAKING); FINALLY, IN 31:16 THE FULL MEANING IS

BROUGHT HOME WHERE THE W IFE OF NOBLE CHARACTER CONSIDERS THE VALUE OF

PROPERTY BEFORE BUYING IT.

OUR USER MANUAL NEVER BECOMES OBSOLETE

Prov 1 :5 "A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall
attain unto wise counsels:"

THE PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN WALK IS A NEVER-ENDING LEARNING EXPERIENCE.  ONE OF

THE MOST DANGEROUS ATTITUDES ANYONE CAN TAKE, ESPECIALLY THE "MATURE" FOLKS, IS

TO ASSUME THAT HE HAS NOTHING MORE TO LEARN - THAT HE HAS LEARNED ALL THERE IS

TO LEARN FROM GOD'S WORD.  THE MUNDANE ESPECIALLY BECOMES A STUMBLING BLOCK

FOR CONTINUED GOOD FAVOR AND A GOOD NAME WITH GOD AND MAN  (Prov 26:12 "Seest thou a man

wise in his own conceit? there is more hope of a fool than of him.")  THERE IS NO GUARANTEE THAT OLD AGE
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MEANS A BELIEVER IS W ALKING CLOSE TO THE LORD AND HAS NO NEED OF TAKING IN AND

APPLYING ALL OF GOD'S W ORD EVERY DAY OF HIS LIFE.  PROVERBS IS AN INVALUABLE

RESOURCE FOR ADDING TO THE W ISDOM THAT A MATURE BELIEVER ALREADY HAS.

"...man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels:..."  THE YOUNG ARE NOT THE ONLY ONES WHO

NEED ADVISE.  THE SIGN OF A MATURE "SENIOR SAINT" IS ONE W HO SEEKS COUNSEL BOTH

FROM THE W ORD OF GOD AND THOSE AROUND HIM WHOM HE TRUSTS AS A GOOD SOURCE

OF BIBLICAL ADVISE.

ARE ALL THE "PARTS" W ORKING IN YOUR PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN LIFE?  THE CHALLENGE

TONIGHT IS TO RENEW  OUR CONVICTION THAT WE ARE NOT TO BE WISE IN OUR OW N

CONCEITS, BUT RATHER, TO SEEK GO D'S USER MANUAL ON CONTINUING TO GROW  IN

W ISDOM AND IN FAVOR WITH GOD AND MAN.
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