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     1
 cf. Prov 13:20; 14:7, 8; 15:7; 1 Kings 12:8-11

     2 1 Kings 12:6, 7

     3 1 Kings 12:10, 11

     4
 From Rehoboam's point of view he could have kept the whole kingdom intact.  However, God

in His omniscience had prepared history for a second kingdom under the leadership of another,
Jeroboam, son of Nebat.  For further reading see 1 Ki 11:28-40; 1 Ki 14:7-16 - this is from
Jeroboam's point of view.  From God's point of view, see 1 Ki 12:15.

     5 Read 1 Ki 11:9-11 for this.  Just as Saul, heard that the LORD had anointed David,
Solomon knew "the jig was up."  He was not, after all, the master of his life.  His Lord was his
Master and he was due for a heavy dose of discipline

THE LORD IS MASTER OF HIS CHILDREN'S LIVES
SOLOMON KNEW THAT HIS SON WOULD BE FACING DIFFICULT DECISIONS - ONES THAT

NEEDED THE WISDOM OF THE WISE OF ISRAEL, NOT THE IMPETUOUS YOUNG1.  UNDER THE
INSPIRATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT SOLOMON WROTE THIS ADVISE; Prov 3:11 "My son, do not
despise the LORD's discipline and do not resent his rebuke,  12 because the LORD disciplines those
he loves, as a father the son he delights in."

AFTER THE DEATH OF HIS FATHER, REHOBOAM FACED REBELLION ON A NATIONAL
SCALE.  THE PEOPLE HAD BEEN OPPRESSIVELY TAXED AND WANTED RELIEF.  HE FACED A
DIFFICULT DECISION.  SHOULD HE LISTEN TO THE ADVISE OF HIS WISER, ELDER
ADVISORS WHO ADVISED CONCILIATION2 OR LISTEN TO THE BAD ADVISE OF OPPRESSING
THE PEOPLE AS GIVEN BY THE YOUNGER MEN WITH WHOM HE GREW UP3.  WERE THE PEOPLE
BLUFFING OR WAS THE THREAT OF REBELLION REAL.  REHOBOAM THOUGHT HE WAS
ANSWERABLE ONLY TO HIMSELF - HOW WRONG HE WAS4!  THE WARNING WAS CLEAR IF HE
DID NOT LISTEN TO THE WISE COUNSEL OF THE ELDERS - IF HE DID NOT CHOOSE
"WISDOM" OVER THE FOLLY OF HIS YOUNG FRIENDS, HE WOULD RECEIVE THE DISCIPLINE
OF THE LORD.

EVEN SOLOMON, WITH HIS MIGHT HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO STOP THE DIVINELY
DECREED EVENTS.  EARLIER, HE HAD GOTTEN WIND THAT AHIJAH, THE PROPHET OF
SHILOH HAD PROMISED TEN OF THE TWELVE KINGDOMS TO HIS NEWLY APPOINTED
LIEUTENANT, JEROBOAM.  WHEN HE TRIED TO KILL JEROBOAM, JEROBOAM FLED TO EGYPT
- ONLY TO RETURN LATER TO  TAKE LEADERSHIP OF THE TEN NORTHERN TRIBES.

THE WHOLE POINT OF THIS STORY IS THIS; OBEY THE LORD AND IF YOU ARE
DISCIPLINED, SUBMIT TO THE LORD OR FACE THE CONSEQUENCES.  SOLOMON FAILED TO
FOLLOW HIS OWN ADVISE AND PAID THE CONSEQUENCES OF A SPLIT KINGDOM (READ 1
KINGS 11:29-39)5

WE CAN LEARN A VERY IMPORTANT LESSON FROM THIS TRAGIC ACCOUNT - WHETHER OR
NOT WE WANT TO ACKNOWLEDGE IT, WE ARE IN THE CLASSROOM OF OUR MASTER, JESUS
CHRIST.  IF WE CHOOSE TO BE HIS DISCIPLE IN THE TRUEST SENSE, WE WILL BE A
STUDENT WITHOUT PORTFOLIO, BUT WILL LEARN MUCH AT HIS FEET - WILL BECOME MORE
LIKE HIM.  IF WE DECIDE TO "SKIP CLASS" THE CONSEQUENCES WILL BE THE
DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD.

WHEN GOD'S DISCIPLINE BELT MAKES ITS SOUND
I HAD A TECHNIQUE TO REMIND MY CHILDREN WHEN THEY WERE ABOUT TO EXPERIENCE

THE ULTIMATE DISCIPLINE OF THE BELT.  JUST BEFORE APPLICATION OF THE BELT I
WOULD PULL IT OFF IN SUCH A FASHION THAT IT WOULD CREATE AND INTERESTING SOUND
EFFECT - THE SLAPPING OF THE BELT DURING ITS EXIT FROM MY BELT LOOPS USUALLY
CREATED A GREAT SENSE OF FEAR IN THE HEARTS OF THE CHILDREN - MANY TIMES THAT
WAS ENOUGH TO STOP IMMEDIATELY THEIR UNACCEPTABLE ACTIVITY.

WHEN IT COMES TO OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD, I'M AFRAID WE TEND TO BE
QUITE THICK.  WE DON'T HEAR THE SLAP OF THE BELT AS IT EXITS THE LOOPS.  OR
ARE WE DELIBERATELY IGNORANT OF THOSE SIGNS THAT GOD IS ABOUT TO GIVE US A
"SPANKING?"

Prov 3:11 "My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline and do not resent His rebuke,"
I'M AFRAID THAT WE AS ADULT CHRISTIANS HAVE THE MISTAKEN IDEA THAT WE ARE
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ANSWERABLE ONLY TO OURSELVES - NOTHING COULD BE FURTHER FROM THE TRUTH.  IT IS
A "GIVEN" THAT WE ARE GOING TO OVERLOOK AN IMPORTANT "HINT" FROM HEAVEN,
EITHER IN A SERMON GIVEN OR A BIBLE LESSON TAUGHT, OR IN OUR OWN DEVOTIONAL
READINGS.  THAT DOESN'T LET US OFF THE HOOK - GOD WILL HOLD US ACCOUNTABLE TO
SPIRITUAL GROWTH.  ONE BIBLE TEACHER PUTS IT THIS WAY; "EITHER GROW IN GRACE
OR YOU WILL GROAN IN DISGRACE."  A POINT WELL TAKEN.

WORD STUDY ON "DESPISE."  WHEN WE STEP OUT OF LINE AND REFUSE TO LISTEN TO
THE PROMPTINGS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (THIS IS GOD'S DISCIPLINE BELT SNAPPING OUT
OF ITS LOOPS), THEN GOD "SPANKS" US.  WHEN THE "BELT OF DISCIPLINE" COMES DOWN
HARD  WE ARE WARNED NOT TO DESPISE THIS DISCIPLINE.  FOR THE MEANING OF OUR
ATTITUDE TURN TO LAMENTATIONS 3:45 "You have made us scum and refuse among the nations." 
THE TWO WORDS "SCUM" AND "REFUSE" REFERS TO WHAT WE MIGHT THROW AWAY AFTER
WASHING AN ESPECIALLY DISGUSTING FILTH.  THIS IS THE MEANING OF OUR DESPISING
HIS DISCIPLINE.  WE TREAT HIS "SPANKING." LIKE FILTHY WASH WATER.

WORD STUDY ON "RESENT."  TO BE WEARY OF HIS REBUKE OR TO RESENT IT IS TO
CONSIDER GOD'S REBUKE TO BE ESPECIALLY ODIOUS.  IT MEANS TO LOATH, TO TREAT AS
A STENCH.  WE HAD A POSSUM GET CAUGHT IN OUR FENCE A WHILE BACK.  WE DIDN'T
FIND OUT ABOUT IT UNTIL WE BEGAN TO SMELL HIS DECOMPOSING BODY.  THIS IS THE
MEANING OF RESENT (OR BE WEARY) HERE.  WHEN WE RESENT GOD'S REBUKE - FROM
GOD'S POINT OF VIEW WE ARE TREATING HIS REBUKE LIKE "ROAD KILL."

LEARNING FROM GOD'S DISCIPLINE - DEUT 8:2-4

Deut 8:2 Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty
years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether
or not you would keep his commands.  3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then
feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you
that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of
the LORD.  4 Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these
forty years.

THIS IS AN ESPECIALLY HEART-REVEALING PASSAGE FROM GOD'S POINT OF VIEW. 
THE USE OF THE PHRASE "LORD your God" COMBINES THE LOVE OF GOD ALONG WITH HIS
UNYIELDING RIGHTEOUSNESS, JUSTICE AND HOLINESS.  THE ISRAELITES WERE TRULY THE
OBJECTS OF HIS "TOUGH LOVE."  THE WHOLE ISSUE OF THE ISRAEL'S WILDERNESS
EXPERIENCE WAS THAT THEY MIGHT LEARN TO RELY ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDED FROM
THE MOUTH OF GOD.  THE COULD ONLY BE LEARNED IN HUMILITY.

PROVERBS 3:11.  WORD STUDY ON "DISCIPLINE."  THE LXX TRANSLATES THIS WORD
paideuo.  THIS REFERS TO A SON WHO IS IN TRAINING FOR HIS ULTIMATE "ADOPTION"
AS HEIR TO THE HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD.  IT HAS AN EDUCATIONAL BUT TOUGH
DISCIPLINARY FLAVOR.

WE SHOULD NEVER THINK FOR A MOMENT THAT WE CAN SKIP GOD'S CLASSROOM.  WE
WILL RECEIVE GOD'S TRAINING - SOME OF IT FROM "WOODSHED COLLEGE."  IT IS NOT A
SHAME - WE SHOULD NOT TREAT IT AS AN ODIOUS EXPERIENCE.  HERE IS AN
OBSERVATION THAT I CANNOT BACK WITH SCRIPTURAL "PROOF TEXTING" - IF WE REFUSE
TO LEARN FROM GOD'S DISCIPLINE, THEN HE WILL REPEAT THE DISCIPLINE UNTIL WE
DO!

ANOTHER LESSON WE CAN LEARN FROM OUR PASSAGE IN DEUTERONOMY IS THAT
SOMETIMES WHEN WE FALL UNDER THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD AND THEN HAVE TO FACE
DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES - THEN WE FINALLY DO LEARN THE LESSON HE MIGHT NOT
REMOVE THE DIFFICULTY.  IN THIS CASE STAYING IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES EVEN THOUGH
WE HAVE LEARNED OUR LESSON MEANS THAT GOD IS GOING TO BLESS US IN THAT
SITUATION - CURSINGS TURN TO BLESSINGS - WE CANNOT LOSE!

WORD STUDY ON "REBUKE."  HAVE YOU EVER HAD TO FACE A SPANKING FOR DOING
SOMETHING WRONG AND HAD YOUR PARENT PATIENTLY EXPLAIN THE REASON WHY YOU WERE
ABOUT TO BE "WHIPPED WITHIN AN INCH OF YOUR LIFE" (FROM YOUR POINT OF VIEW). 
REMEMBER THE TERROR OF LISTENING TO THE "REBUKE" BUT REALLY ANTICIPATING THE
SPANKING?  I AM TOLD BY MY CHILDREN THAT THE REBUKE WAS OFTEN WORSE THEN THE
SPANKING ITSELF BECAUSE THEY HAD TO THINK ABOUT IT.

TOUGH LOVE

Deut 8:5 Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the LORD your
God disciplines you.

THIS IS THE WHOLE POINT OF GOD'S DISCIPLINE.  I DON'T KNOW WHO COINED THE
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     6 Hebrews 12:9-11

TERM "TOUGH LOVE" BUT IT IS SO APPROPRIATE.  THE QUOTE IN HEBREWS 12:8 TEACHES
THAT THE LACK OF DIVINE DISCIPLINE IS PROOF OF ILLEGITIMATE SONSHIP - THAT
MEANS THAT THE PERSON WHO DOES NOT RECEIVE DIVINE DISCIPLINE IS NOT ACTUALLY
SAVED.  WE SHOULD TREASURE GOD'S DISCIPLINE6 AND REST IN THE COMFORT THAT WE
ARE HIS SONS AND DAUGHTERS.

THE CHALLENGE IS THIS AS WE STUDY THE BOOK OF PROVERBS - WE ARE GOING TO
COME UNDER THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD.  EITHER WE SIT AT HIS FEET AND LEARN AS
DISCIPLES OR LEARN FROM THE "SCHOOL OF HARD KNOCKS" GOD'S DIVINE DISCIPLINE.
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