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     1 Prov 10:1; 15:20; 17:21, 25

     2 The word for receive laqach [law-kakh'] is varied in meaning depending on the context.  In Gen 3:6 Eve "snatched"

the forbidden fruit and ate it.  In Gen 5:24 Enoch was "taken," "snatched" away to heaven into God's presence.  In Deut 4:20, 34
God "took" Israel from among the nations.  God "snatched" Israel out with wonders and miracles from the "iron smelting furnace,"
Egypt.  To receive conversation from one's dad means to seize the moment, to listen intently and to interact positively in
conversation and action.

     3 2 Chron 10

Deut 5:16 "Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has
commanded you, so that you may live long and that it may go well with you
in the land the LORD your God is giving you.

FOR OUR YOUNG MAN TO GROW UP AS OUR LORD DID "IN STATURE AND WISDOM" THERE
IS A SPIRITUAL/MORAL LAW AS OPERATIONAL AS THE LAW OF GRAVITY.  HE MUST HONOR
HIS FATHER AND MOTHER.

THIS PRINCIPLE THREADS ITS WAY THROUGHOUT THE FABRIC OF ANY HOME.  IF THE
CHILDREN DO NOT HONOR THEIR PARENTS - THEN THE WHOLE TAPESTRY OF THAT HOME
BECOMES A TATTERED, RAGGED CLOTH - LIVES ARE RUINED, PARENTS ARE HEARTBROKEN1.

WORD STUDY OF "HONOR" IN DEUT 5:16.  THE ORIGINAL FOR THIS WORD [heb =
kabad] IS ONE OF THE MOST DIVERSE OF MEANINGS OF ANY WORD USED IN THE OLD
TESTAMENT TEXT.  LITERALLY, THIS WORD MEANS "OF GREAT WEIGHT."  

Genesis 13:2 And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.
(KJV)

FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN GOD'S WORD DESCRIBED ABRAM'S WEALTH kabad WAS USED. 
LITERALLY, IT MEANT THAT ABRAM WAS "HEAVY."  THIS WAS NOT A STATEMENT ABOUT
ABRAM'S PHYSICAL CONDITION BUT RATHER THAT HE WAS PROSPEROUS IN CATTLE, SILVER
AND GOLD.  TO TREAT ONE'S PARENTS WITH "GREAT WEIGHT" MEANS THAT THEY HAVE A
VERY IMPORTANT PLACE IN ONE'S LIFE - THAT WHAT THEY SAY, FOR EXAMPLE, IS VERY
IMPORTANT.  THIS HAS LITTLE TO DO WITH AN OUTWARD SHOW OF RESPECT AND MORE TO
DO WITH THE STATUS PARENTS HAVE IN A YOUNG MAN'S LIFE.

WE ARE TO GIVE OUR PARENTS THE STATUS OF GREAT "WEIGHT" OR HONOR - THEY
SHOULD HAVE GREAT INFLUENCE IN OUR LIVES.

AS WE BEGIN PROVERBS FOUR WE SEE THIS UNDERTONE THROUGHOUT.  THIS IS HOW A
YOUNG MAN RECEIVES HONOR AND PROSPERITY - FOR HIS ATTITUDE TOWARD HIS PARENTS
OVERFLOWS OVER INTO HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS GOD, WHO IS THE ONE WHO
ULTIMATELY BRINGS BLESSING INTO HIS LIFE.  LET'S SEE WHAT SOLOMON HAS TO SAY
TO ALL OF US, ESPECIALLY OUR CHILDREN.

PERK UP YOUR EARS - PROV 4:1, 20

Prov 4:1 Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know
understanding.  20 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my
sayings.

MANY TIMES WHAT A PARENT SAYS IN AN OFF-HAND WAY CARRIES GREAT IMPORTANCE. 
IT SHOULD NOT BE NECESSARY FOR A PARENT TO "LECTURE" OUR YOUNG MAN FOR HIM TO
TAKE NOTICE.  SOME PARENTS ARE NOT GOOD COMMUNICATORS - THE SENSE OF THESE TWO
VERSES (PARTICULARLY THE WORDS "HEAR" AND "ATTEND") IS FOR THE YOUNG MAN TO
"PRICK UP HIS EARS" AND GIVE SPECIAL ATTENTION TO WHAT HIS PARENTS SAY.

MANY TIMES, PARENTS CAN BE LIKE THE LORD - INSTRUCTION CAN BE SUBTLE -
LISTENING TO A PARENT WITH "PERKED UP EARS" IS GOOD TRAINING FOR THE YOUNG MAN
WHO WANTS TO DO THE LORD'S WILL.

RECEIVE IN YOUR HEART WHAT THEY SAY - 4:10

Prov 4:10 Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many.

THE ONE ACTION THAT CAN LEAD TO THE DOWNFALL OF ANY YOUNG MAN IS TO NEGLECT
CONVERSATION WITH HIS PARENTS.  SOLOMON IS PLEADING WITH HIS SON TO RECEIVE OR
PICK UP, AS VALUABLE, CONVERSATION WITH HIM.  THE ORIGINAL FOR "RECEIVE" MEANS
TO SNATCH UP  - A GRASPING AWAY2.  SOLOMON'S SONS HAD STOPPED EVEN CARING WHAT
HE WAS SAYING TO THEM IN ORDINARY FATHER/SON CONVERSATION.  THIS REJECTION
EVENTUALLY LED THE DOWNFALL OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF ISRAEL3.

MANY A FATHER'S HEART HAS ACHED BECAUSE HIS SON HAS GONE HIS OWN WAY -
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     4 Psalm 139:13-16, especially the NIV.

     5 Romans 1:28 - reprobate mind in the original, suggests a worthless or castaway mind.  I think this is a mind that

has been so degraded by sinful lusts and believing the devil's lie that it is beyond the redemptive calling of the Holy Spirit.

     6
 Other passages using this word or it's root; Gen 2:10 - A river went out from Eden to water the Garden.  Deut 8:7

"For the LORD thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that spring out of
valleys and hills;"

REJECTED HIS FATHER'S VALUES - WAY OF LIFE.  SOLOMON IS PLEADING WITH HIS SON
TO RECEIVE HIS FATHER AND HIS CONVERSATION.

THE HEART OF THE MATTER

IT'S THE HEART THAT MATTERS.  NO, I'M NOT TALKING ABOUT THAT PUMP THAT
KEEPS THE BODY SUPPLIED WITH LIFE-GIVING BLOOD.  DEEP WITHIN EVERY MAN AND
WOMAN IS THE SOUL - THE CENTER OF ALL THAT MAKES YOU AND I A PERSON.  WE ARE
GIVEN THAT PRECIOUS LIFE AT CONCEPTION - GOD'S WORD SAYS THAT HE IS DIRECTLY
INVOLVED WITH OUR CREATION.  TRUE, WE ARE SINFUL AND BEYOND HELP ASIDE FROM
THE GRACIOUS PROVISION THAT GOD HAS PROVIDED IN HIS SALVATION - BUT THE FACT
REMAINS - GOD SAYS THAT WE BELONG TO HIM AT BIRTH AND THAT WE ARE WONDERFUL
CREATIONS OF HIS HANDS4.

MAINTAINING YOUR GRIP.
Prov 4:4 He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words:
keep my commandments, and live.

ALL OUR YOUNG LIVES WE ARE TAUGHT BY OUR PARENTS IN EXAMPLE AND IN WORD
VALUES AND (HOPEFULLY) BIBLICAL CONCEPTS THAT WILL SET US IN THE RIGHT
DIRECTION IN LIFE.  WHAT SOLOMON IS SAYING HERE IS - THERE ARE A LOT OF
HARMFUL DISTRACTIONS IN THE WORLD THAT A YOUNG MAN CAN FALL PREY TO.  THE KEY
IS TO FASTEN A SOLID GRIP ONTO WHAT OUR PARENTS HAVE TAUGHT US.

THE MEANING OF THESE WORDS, RETAIN AND KEEP, IN COMBINATION IS TO GRASP
FIRMLY AND DO NOT LET GO.  THE TEMPTATION IS TO, BY DISTRACTION OR FATIGUE,
BECOME TIRED AND LET ALL THAT WE HAVE LEARNED FROM OUR PARENTS GO.  SOLOMON'S
PLEADING TO HIS SONS (AND TO US) IS KEEP A FIRM GRIP ON ALL THESE VALUES SO
THAT WE MIGHT LIVE.

GUARDING YOUR HEART.
Prov 4:13 Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life.

I SAID BEFORE THAT GOD WAS DIRECTLY INVOLVED WITH OUR CREATION.  THE SOUL
OF BELIEVING MAN IS A WONDERFUL CREATION.  IN VITRO, THE SOUL OF MAN IS
"WIRED" BY GOD TO BE REGENERATED.  THOUGH SINFUL, THE HOLY SPIRIT WOOS A YOUNG
MAN TO CHRIST.  DURING HIS CHILDHOOD OUR YOUNG MAN WAS PROTECTED BY HIS
PARENTS FROM WHAT THE BIBLE CALLS A REPROBATE MIND5.  TO GUARD AGAINST THIS
CONDITION SOLOMON URGES HIS SON TO "TAKE FAST HOLD..." - A STRONG GRASPING AND
HOLDING ON TO SO AS NOT TO LOSE.  THE PHRASE "LET HER NOT GO..." MEANS TO NOT
BECOME TIRED OF GRASPING "INSTRUCTION" SO AS TO DROP HER.

THIS IS THE KEY TO KEEPING A YOUNG MAN'S MIND PROTECTED SO THAT HE CAN
RESPOND TO THE LORD.

THE HEART IS THE WELLSPRING OF LIFE.  
Prov 4:23 Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.
(NIV)

IT IS FROM THE HEART (READ THAT THE SOUL) OF A MAN THAT VITALITY COMES -
THE CAPACITY TO WORSHIP GOD, TO LOVE PARENTS, TO LOVE A WIFE AND CHILDREN. 
THE HEART IS THE SPRING OF LIFE6, THIS IS WORTH SAVING - THIS IS WHAT OUR
YOUNG MAN SHOULD GUARD - AS THE NIGHT WATCHMAN - AT ALL COST.  THE HEART THAT
IS FILLED WITH THE TREASURE OF MEMORIES OF DAD, MOM - THEIR GODLY LIVES -
THEIR TESTIMONY OF CHRIST'S REDEMPTIVE WORK IN THEIR LIVES SHOULD REINFORCE A
YOUNG MAN'S DESIRE TO FILL HIS HEART WITH INSTRUCTION FROM THE LORD.  THE
HEART IS, INDEED, THE WELLSPRING OF LIFE.
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THE HEART OF HONOR

Luke 6:45a "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth
that which is good; ..." (KJV)

THE HEART OF OUR YOUNG MAN IS LIKE A BANK ACCOUNT (A TREASURE CHEST IF-YOU-
PLEASE).  AS A YOUNG MAN HE IS URGED BY SOLOMON TO GUARD HIS HEART.  JESUS
BRINGS THIS PICTURE HOME.  WE ARE TO SPEND A LIFE OF HONORING OUR PARENTS AND
THE LORD.  THIS "BANKS" GOOD TREASURE.  THIS WILL "BRING FORTH THAT WHICH IS
GOOD..."  A HEART THAT HAS A NEVER-ENDING WELLSPRING OF CHRIST-HONORING LIFE.

YOUNG MAN, DO YOU WANT HONOR AND PROSPERITY - THE BLESSING OF THE LORD? 
THAN INVEST IN A LIFE OF HONORING YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER. YOU WILL RECEIVE IN
INTEREST A LIFE THAT IS BLESSED BY THE LORD.
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