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     1 ALL PASSAGES ARE NIV UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.

     2 James 1:13

     3 Prov 4:4-13

PROVERBS 5 - 9 IS LIKE A PLAY, WRITTEN IN DIFFERENT SCENES WITH PRIMARILY 4
CHARACTERS.  SOLOMON IS LIKE THE SAGE - THE COMMENTATOR WHO INTRODUCES US, THE
AUDIENCE, TO EACH OF THE ACTORS IN THE PLAY.  HE POINTS OUT THE MORAL DILEMMA
THAT OUR YOUNG MAN IS FACING BETWEEN THE OTHER TWO CHARACTERS OF THE PLAY,
LADY WISDOM, BEARING A REMARKABLE RESEMBLANCE TO HIS SOON-TO-BE-WIFE (THE ONE
OF CHAPTER 31).  OUR YOUNG MAN'S RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS RIGHT WOMAN - HIS WIFE
WILL PROVE TO BE A REWARDING, FULFILLED LIFE - ONE WITH BLESSING, MANY
CHILDREN AND PROSPERITY.

Prov 3:13 Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains
understanding,  14 for she is more profitable than silver and yields better
returns than gold.  15 She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire
can compare with her.  16 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand
are riches and honor.  17 Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are
peace.  18 She is a tree of life to those who embrace her; those who lay
hold of her will be blessed.1

THE OTHER LADY IS NO LADY.  SHE IS CHARACTERIZED AS THE ADULTEROUS "OTHER
MAN'S WIFE."  SOLOMON WARNS OUR LEADING ACTOR THAT A RELATIONSHIP WITH THIS
WOMAN RESULTS IN DEATH AND A LIFE FILLED WITH REGRETS.

Prov 5:3 For the lips of an adulteress drip honey, and her speech is
smoother than oil;  4 but in the end she is bitter as gall, sharp as a
double-edged sword. 5 Her feet go down to death; her steps lead straight to
the grave.
Prov 5:12 You will say, "How I hated discipline! How my heart spurned
correction!  13 I would not obey my teachers or listen to my instructors. 
14 I have come to the brink of utter ruin in the midst of the whole
assembly."

THIS SECTION (CHS 5-9) STARTS AND ENDS WITH A WARNING BY SOLOMON ABOUT THIS
ADULTERESS(COMPARE 5:1-6 WITH 9:13-18).

SOLOMON'S DUAL TEACHING METHOD

IN MANY CASES PROVERBS TEACHES TRUTHS ABOUT THE SPIRITUAL, THE WORD OF GOD
USING TRUTHS ABOUT MARRIAGE.  WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND SOLOMON'S ALLEGORICAL
APPROACH TO HIS LITTLE PLAY HERE IN ORDER TO DERIVE BENEFIT FROM BOTH AREAS OF
TRUTH.  SOLOMON IS USING ONE BATTLE TO TEACH ANOTHER.  HERE ARE THE TWO
BATTLES;  THE BATTLE WITHIN IS BETWEEN LUST AND OUR SPIRITUAL NATURE AND THE
BATTLE WITHOUT IS BETWEEN A RIGHT RELATIONSHIP WITH OUR SPOUSES AND A WRONG
ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE OPPOSITE SEX.  BOTH BATTLES RAGE WITHIN AND WITHOUT OUR
YOUNG MAN - IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEPARATE THE TWO AT TIMES.

NOW, WE WILL SEE LUST'S TEMPTATION IN ACTION.

LUST ONLY HAS POWER OVER THE CARELESS AND CASUAL CHRISTIAN

Prov 7:6
 At the window of my house I looked out through the lattice.  Prov 7:7 I saw among the simple,

I noticed among the young men, a youth who lacked judgment.  8 He was going down the street near her
corner, walking along in the direction of her house  9 at twilight, as the day was fading, as the
dark of night set in.

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER DOES NOT SUBJECT US TO UNFAIR TEMPTATION FROM THE
ADULTERESS, LUST2.  FREEDOM FROM SLAVERY TO LUST COMES FROM AN ACTIVE LIFE OF
PURSUING LADY WISDOM AND HER KINSMAN, UNDERSTANDING - Prov 7:4 Say to wisdom, "You are
my sister," and call understanding your kinsman;  5 they will keep you from the adulteress, from
the wayward wife with her seductive words.  THE BATTLE OF LUST OVER THE MIND OF OUR
YOUNG MAN IS A FIERCE ONE.  HUMAN VIEWPOINT AND THE INNER DESIRES OF THE FLESH
ARE AN UNHOLY TEAM THAT WOULD SEDUCE HIM TO COME INTO THEIR HOME.

THIS YOUNG MAN IS MAKING HIS FIRST MISTAKE - HE IS WALKING IN THE
NEIGHBORHOOD OF SIN.  HE SHOULD HAVE BEEN WITH HIS SURROGATE SPOUSE WISDOM3. 
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     4 Proverbs 2:8

HE SHOULD HAVE BEEN ACTIVELY CLINGING TO GOD'S WORD, LEARNING IT AND APPLYING
IT TO HIS LIFE.  YES, HE WOULD HAVE MADE MISTAKES - BUT THE PROMISE TO THE
IMMATURE, NAIVE YOUNG MAN IS THAT WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING (LESSONS LEARNED
FROM LIFE'S MISTAKES) WILL PROTECT HIM FROM LUST AND HER KNOWLEDGE, HUMAN
VIEWPOINT.  THIS IS A PROMISE TO THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN NO MATTER HOW IMMATURE HE
IS4.  HE JUST NEEDS TO FULFILL PROVERBS 2:1-7.

THERE IS NO REST FROM LUST'S ATTRACTIVE APPEAL

PROV 7:10-21.  LUST SEEKS AFTER THE YOUNG MAN WHILE HE IS IN HER
NEIGHBORHOOD.  SHE IS CRAFTY - SMARTER THAN OUR YOUNG MAN WITHOUT LADY
WISDOM'S COUNSEL (PV 9:10).  SHE IS LOUD AND PERSUASIVE (VS' 11-21).  SHE
ACTIVELY SEEKS HIM (VS' 13-15).  SHE OFFERS GREAT PLEASURE (VS' 16-18).  

SHE OFFERS A FALSE SENSE OF UNACCOUNTABILITY - VS' 19, 20.
Prov 7:19 My husband is not at home; he has gone on a long journey.  20 He
took his purse filled with money and will not be home till full moon."

WHEN A CHRISTIAN PLUNGES HIMSELF INTO A LIFE-STYLE OF SIN.  HE DOES NOT
CONSCIOUSLY HATE GOD, OR HATE HIS WORD.  FIRST, THERE IS AN EROSION OF
INTEREST IN THE LORD'S WILL - THEN THERE IS THE DISTRACTION FROM THE LORD TO
SELF'S NEEDS.  IT'S LIKE AN UNHOLY AMNESIA CLOAKS THE MIND OF OUR "VICTIM." 
WHEN WE DEPART FROM THE PATH OF GOD'S WILL IT IS LIKE AN IDLE CURIOSITY - A
DISTRACTION.  WE PUT GOD ON HOLD WHILE WE TAKE THIS SIDE-TRIP INTO SINS'S
NEIGHBORHOOD.

LUST SAYS THAT ACCOUNTABILITY HAS TAKEN A VACATION.  THAT SIN AT THIS POINT
CAN BE INDULGED WITHOUT CONSEQUENCE - THERE IS PLENTY OF TIME TO RETREAT FROM
SIN TO OUR HEAVENLY FATHER'S SAFER NEIGHBORHOOD.

LUST CAN BE VERY PERSUASIVE ABOUT SIN'S PLEASURE - VS' 21.
Prov 7:21 With persuasive words she led him astray; she seduced him with her smooth

talk.

ACTUALLY, LUST CAN SPEAK TO THE MIND OF THE CHRISTIAN IN A VERY BASIC,
PRIMEVAL WAY. THE WORDS DO NOT HAVE TO BE THERE - THE SUGGESTION OF PLEASURE
IS ELOQUENT.  THE SMOOTH TALK AND PERSUASIVE WORDS ARE COUCHED IN THE LANGUAGE
OF THE BODY - THE FLESH AS OUR YOUNG MAN BEHOLDS HER THE TEMPTATION IS RUSHING
TOWARD HIM LIKE A RUN-AWAY TRAIN - HE STANDS THERE TRANSFIXED BY THE PROSPECT
OF IT ALL...

THE DECISION FOR SIN IS SUDDEN - VS 22.

Prov 7:22 All at once he followed her like an ox going to the slaughter, like
a deer stepping into a noose.

THE PICTURE OF OUR HAPLESS YOUNG MAN IS THAT OF A SUDDEN DECISION WITH
GREAT FORCE OF MOVEMENT - IT'S ALMOST LIKE, BEING PERSUADED, HE LITERALLY
CARRIES LUST OFF IN HIS EAGERNESS TO SIN.  THE OX IS AN INTERESTING PICTURE -
HE IS NOT FIGHTING HIS SLAUGHTER, BUT RATHER IS STUMBLING ALONG TO HIS DEMISE. 
THE DEER IS COMPLETELY UNAWARE OF HIS DANGER UNTIL THE SNARE SPRINGS ITS
DEATHLY NOOSE.  THE PICTURE HERE IS OF THE SUDDENNESS OF THE DECISION AND THE
FRANTIC PURSUIT TO FULFILL LUST'S CALL TO SIN.

DEATH IS SURE - VS 23.

Prov 7:23 till an arrow pierces his liver, like a bird darting into a snare,
little knowing it will cost him his life.

THE BELIEVER LIVING IN SIN IS AN ENIGMA.  OUR YOUNG MAN IS THE SON OF A
KING, SOLOMON.  IT MAKES NO SENSE FOR HIM TO BE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF THIS
ADULTERESS IN THE FIRST PLACE.  IT MAKES EVEN LESS SENSE FOR HIM TO THROW AWAY
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     5 Still saved but not operating in the spiritual realm.

HIS INTEGRITY FOR THE FLEETING PLEASURES THAT A ADULTERESS COULD OFFER.  WE
ARE NOT TALKING OF THE OCCASIONAL SIN THAT A BELIEVER COMMITS.  THE CONFESSION
AND THE BLOOD OF CHRIST COVERS THAT SITUATION.  WHAT WE ARE TALKING ABOUT IS
WHAT SOLOMON LIVED AND WHAT HE IS TRYING TO TALK HIS SON OUT OF - A LIFE-
STYLE, A WAY OF LIFE WHERE THE SON OF A KING IS LIVING LIKE THE FOOL - WHOSE
LOOSE LIVING EVENTUALLY IS HIS UNDOING.

THE DEATH HERE IS OF A CHRISTIAN WHO IS LIVING AS THOUGH HE WERE STILL A
SLAVE OF SATAN'S KINGDOM.  FELLOWSHIP IS BROKEN WITH HIS HEAVENLY FATHER - HE
KNOWS ONLY OF FLEETING PLEASURES OF SIN.  THE JOY OF HIS SALVATION IS GONE. 
EVENTUALLY HE FORGETS WHO HE REALLY IS.  THIS IS CALLED BY SOME THEOLOGIANS AS
THE CHRISTIAN'S TEMPORAL DEATH5.  THE ISSUE IS CLEAR - EITHER LET LADY WISDOM
AND HER BROTHER UNDERSTANDING BE YOUR CLOSE COMPANIONS OR LUST WILL ENSNARE
YOU AND YOU WILL DIE.

2 Peter 1:8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye
shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ.  9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar
off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.  (KJV)
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