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DEEP WITHIN THE BODY OF EVERY CHRISTIAN IS THE SIN NATURE. WHEN A YOUNG
MAN IS SAVED HE BECOMES A NEW CREATION. BUT THE OPERATING LAW OF THE SIN
NATURE IS STILL THERE IN THE FLESH OF A MAN. THE MOST GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATION OF
THIS SINFUL BIAS IS THAT OF THE PROMISCUOUS WOMAN WHICH SOLOMON USES HERE.
JAMES USES THE SAME EXAMPLE IN HIS EPISTLE WHERE HE CARRIES IT EVEN FURTHER
WITH THE EXAMPLE OF THE ILLEGITIMATE CHILD®. HE PRECEDES THIS PICTURE WITH
ANOTHER ONE - A SORT OF "DOUBLE WHAMMY" IF-YOU-PLEASE. THAT'S THE
ILLUSTRATION OF THE FISH WHO COULDN'T RESIST THAT WIGGLY WORM ON THE
FISHERMAN'S HOOK?!

AS YOU WILL SEE THERE ARE QUITE A FEW EXAMPLES OF SIN'S TEMPTATION. I'M
AFRAID THERE'S A SERIOUS MISCONCEPTION GOING AROUND IN FUNDAMENTALIST CIRCLES
THESE DAYS THAT IS BASED ON A DISTORTION OF POSITIONAL TRUTH. THE THINKING

GOES THIS WAY - "IF I AM SECURE IN CHRIST, THEN I NEEDN'T CONCERN MY SELF WITH
A CONSECRATED LIFE WITH CHRIST - AFTER ALL, I'M GOING TO GO TO HEAVEN NO
MATTER WHAT." IT IS NOT EXACTLY THE PROPOSAL OF ROMANS 6:1 - IT IS MORE

SUBTLE THAN THAT. THIS MISCONCEPTION SAYS THERE ARE NO CONSEQUENCES OF MY
SINFUL LIFE-STYLE AS LONG AS I "CONFESS" MY SIN’.

MANY CASUAL CHRISTIANS THINK THAT A CONSECRATED LIFE TO CHRIST IS NOT
IMPORTANT - MERELY AN OPTION. WHILE IT IS TRUE THAT OUR SALVATION IS SECURE
IN CHRIST, LIFE IN CHRIST IS MORE THAN A HEAVENLY FIRE INSURANCE POLICY.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN
Proverbs 5:11, 12
"At the end of your life you will groan, when your
flesh and body are spent. *? You will say, "How I hated
discipline! How my heart spurned correction!" (NIV)

PERHAPS WE ARE JUMPING THE GUN A LITTLE BIT, BUT THERE IS AN IMPORTANT
POINT I WISH TO MAKE. OUR YOUNG CHRISTIAN MAN HAS A REAL DANGER IN NEGLECTING
HIS PURSUIT OF A LIFE THAT HAS BEEN CONSECRATED TO THE LORD AND OCCUPIED IN
OBEDIENCE TO HIS WORD. THAT DANGER IS THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN. IT IS TRUE
THAT WE DO NOT LOSE OUR SALVATION AFTER CHRIST EVEN THOUGH WE MIGHT FALL INTO
A LIFE-STYLE OF SIN. HOWEVER, SOLOMON SAYS HERE THAT THERE ARE GOING TO BE
REGRETS.

SOLOMON IS USING THE PHYSICAL VITALITY OF A MAN'S BODY TO MAKE A SPIRITUAL
POINT. THE ISSUE FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS NOT HOW MUCH A YOUNG MAN CAN GET
AWAY WITH BEFORE HE GETS HIMSELF IN TROUBLE. RATHER, THE ISSUE IS THAT GOD
HAS GIVEN THIS YOUNG MAN A WONDERFUL BODY AND A MARVELOUS SOUL. HE CAN
RESPOND POSITIVELY TO THE CORRECTION AND DISCIPLINE OF HIS FATHER - HIS
HEAVENLY FATHER AND THE RESULT WILL BE NOT ONLY ETERNAL LIFE BUT A LIFE IN THE
HERE AND NOW THAT IS FILLED WITH VITALITY. THE ORIGINAL IS VERY STRONG - FAR
TOO STRONG FOR MOST CHRISTIANS TO TAKE. SUFFICE IT TO SAY THAT SOLOMON'S
POINT IS THAT THERE ARE FAR-REACHING CONSEQUENCES FOR A YOUNG CHRISTIAN MAN IF
HE NEGLECTS HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS FATHER AND HIS HEAVENLY FATHER - IT IS
AN ABSOLUTE MUST THAT HE CONSIDER THAT HE HAS AN OBLIGATION TO HONOR HIS
PARENTS AND SERVE HIS LORD - THERE IS NO OTHER SENSIBLE CHOICE!

Prov 5:11

THE ATTRACTIVENESS OF "LUST.

Proverbs 5:3
Prov 5:3 For the lips of an adulteress drip honey, and her speech is smoother than
oil;

ENTER THE ALTER-CHARACTER OF LADY WISDOM. ONLY THIS CHARACTER AIN'T NO

James 1:15 "Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth
death."

James 1:14

As per 1 John 1:9
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LADY. SOLOMON REALLY GETS OUR ATTENTION WITH THIS ONE. HE REALLY RUBS OUR
NOSES IN OUR OWN SENSIBILITIES WITH THIS PICTURE. THIS ADULTERESS IS NONE
OTHER THAN OUR OWN LUSTS. DEEP WITHIN OUR BODIES LIES THE SIN NATURE. SIN
HAS NO POWER OVER US ANYMORE® BUT THE ALLUREMENT CAN BE TREMENDOUS - THIS IS
WHY IT IS SO IMPORTANT TO ACTIVELY PURSUE LADY WISDOM. WITHOUT THIS
PREOCCUPATION WE ARE EASY PREY TO THE ADULTERESS, LUST.

LUST ATTACKS US IN DIFFERENT WAYS. FIRST, IN PHYSICAL SENSATION. THERE IS
AN EXPRESSION "IF IT FEELS GOOD, DO IT." THIS PROBLEM CAN RANGE ALL THE WAY
FROM THE NEED FOR MATERIAL POSSESSIONS TO SEXUAL PROMISCUITY. ANOTHER PROBLEM
IS THE DESIRE TO POSSESS MATERIAL THINGS. I FEAR THAT GIVING TO THE CHURCH IS
OFTEN DIMINISHED BECAUSE OF A CHRISTIANS DESIRE TO HAVE "THINGS" LIMITS THEIR
ABILITY OF GRACIOUS GIVING TO THE CHURCH.

THE OTHER WAY SHE TRIES TO GET THROUGH TO US IS APPROBATION.

Prov 6:24 keeping you from the immoral woman, from the smooth tongue of the wayward wife.

2 Do not lust in your heart after her beauty or let her captivate you with her eyes,
THE LUST PATTERN OF APPROBATION IS INSIDIOUS. WE ALL DESIRE THE APPROVAL OF
THOSE AROUND US. THE PROBLEM IS THAT APPROBATION CAN BECOME AN OBSESSION - IT
CAN CONTROL OUR LIVES, CAUSE US TO NEGLECT LADY WISDOM IF FAVOR OF THE
APPROVAL OF OTHERS. EVEN IN CHURCH LIFE WE CAN BECOME SO BUSY, LOOKING FOR
THE APPROVAL OF OUR PEERS AND NEGLECT THE STUDY AND APPLICATION OF THE WORD.

THE DANGER OF THE CASUAL CHRISTIAN
Proverbs 7:4-21

rrov 7:1 My son, keep my words and store up my commands within you. ? Keep my
commands and you will live; guard my teachings as the apple of your eye.

* Bind them on your fingers; write them on the tablet of your heart. * Say
to wisdom, "You are my sister," and call understanding your kinsman;

MANY CHRISTIAN FOLK THINK THAT THERE IS NOTHING WRONG WITH THE CASUAL
APPROACH TO THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. THE YOUNG MAN IN THIS PLAYLET LACKED COMMON
SENSE. HIS PROBLEM WAS THAT HE DID NOT DESIRE AN INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP WITH
LADY WISDOM. THE EXPRESSION "YOU ARE MY SISTER" IN VERSE 4 IS USED TO
DESCRIBE THE INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP OF MARRIAGE - NOT A LITERAL SISTER®. THE
JEWS USED THIS EXPRESSION TO CONVEY INTIMACY OF SOUL BECAUSE MANY MARRIAGES
LACKED IT. THE YOUNG MAN IS TO CONSIDER THE WORD OF GOD HIS SURROGATE SPOUSE
UNTIL HIS RIGHT WOMAN COMES ALONG. THIS IS A MUST FOR A YOUNG MAN SO THAT HE
CAN PROTECT HIMSELF FOR HIS RIGHT WOMAN AND HE CAN PROTECT THE WOMEN HE DATES.
UNTIL THE RIGHT SPOUSE COMES ALONG HE IS TO DEVOTE HIS ENTIRE LIFE TO HIS
RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST AND HIS WORD.

P 7:8 . . . . .
rov He was going down the street near her corner, walking along in the direction of her house

? at twilight, as the day was fading, as the dark of night set in.
THIS IS NOT A YOUNG MAN WITH A PURPOSE - HE IS JUST WALKING. LIKE MANY

CHRISTIANS TODAY WHO ARE TAKING THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST IN A CASUAL
MANNER, HE WAS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF SIN BUT NOT SINNING, AT LEAST HE WAS NOT
SINNING DELIBERATELY - JUST BEING STUPID.

CASUAL CHRISTIANITY PLACES THE CHRISTIAN IN SIN'S NEIGHBORHOOD. ONCE THERE
OPPORTUNITY EASILY AFFORDS HERSELF.

FOUR AREAS OF CONCERN FOR OUR YOUNG MAN

THE CHRISTIAN IS TO CONCERN HIMSELF WITH THREE AREAS OF HIS LIFE;
Prov 6:212 wpind them upon your heart forever;..." Prov 7:3b "...write them
on the tablet of your heart
FIRST, THERE IS THE HEART. IT IS IN THE HEART THAT WE MUST BANK THE TREASURE
OF GOD'S WORD. IT IS FROM THE HEART THE WELLSPRINGS OF LIFE GIVES VITALITY,

Romans 6:14 "For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace." (NIV)

5 For this intimate use of sister in marriage see Song of Solomon 4:9, 10, 12; 5:1, 2.
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CAPACITY FOR LIFE. TO BIND GOD'S WORD IS TO TIE THEM TO YOUR HEART IN SUCH A
WAY THAT HIS WORD IS A CONSTANT REMINDER® OF HIS HOLY CONSECRATION TO THE

LORD.

Prov 6:21b  w _ fasten them around your neck."

IT IS THE NECK THAT TURNS US WITH PURPOSE. BEFORE WE LOOK WE MUST TURN THE
NECK - GOD'S WORD MUST BE FASTENED TO THE NECK - EVERY AREA OF OUR LIFE SHOULD
BE UNDER THE DISCIPLINE OF HIS WORD.

Prov 7:2b w  guard my teachings as the apple of your eye."

THEN THERE IS THE LOOK - THE EYE-GATE CAN BE THE TOOL OF "LUST" IN A
POWERFUL WAY. ONE EXAMPLE OF THE EYE-GATE COMING UNDER THE CONTROL "LUST" IS
THROUGH PORNOGRAPHY. CHRISTIAN YOUNG MEN CAN BECOME ADDICTED TO PORNOGRAPHY
WITH DISASTROUS RESULTS. THERE ARE MANY WAYS THAT "LUST" CAN DECEIVE A YOUNG
MAN. DISASTER LURKS AT EACH TURN.

rrev 5:3 Bind them on your fingers;

FINALLY WE MUST BIND GOD'S WORD ON OUR FINGERS. IT IS THE FINGERS THAT DO
THE WORK OF THE LORD. THESE SAME FINGERS CAN FULFIL LUST'S DESIRES. OUR
YOUNG MAN IS URGED TO REMIND HIS FINGERS THAT TO FULFILL LUST'S DESIRES CAN
LEAD TO HIS DISTRUCTION. NEXT TIME, A GRAPHIC PICTURE OF LUST'S TEMPTATION IN

ACTION. ..

6 To bind is to tie onto so as to remind. Gen 38:28, Zerah's hand was marked by tying it
with a scarlet thread. Josh 2:18, Rahab was instructed to tie a scarlet thread to her window to
mark it.
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