Proverbs: a Practical User Manual on
Discovering God's Will
(How to Please the Lord)

Walking in Step with the Counsel of the LORD.

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly,
nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the
scornful. [2] But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law
doth he meditate day and night. [3] And he shall be like a tree
planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall
prosper. [4] The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the
wind driveth away. Psalm 1:1-4

It is God's plan to bless the believer in this world. Although this does not exclude
difficulty, even tragedy, through it all the hand of God is in the life of the believer. As
shown in Psalm 1, the responsibility of the believer is to avoid the counsel of the
wicked. To avoid association with mockers - those who reject the counsel of God. Itis
not enough to say one believes in Christ or to have the correct vocabulary of a believer
- it is mandatory for believers to live a practical Christian life - a life that reflects the
character and wisdom of God - Jesus said "be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly
Father is perfect." (Matthew 5:48). In saying this Jesus has commanded all believers
to be like their heavenly Father - not sinless in that sense but to emulate the moral
character of God - be Christ-like. This includes especially areas in our every-day lives.

The Importance of Reliance on God's Word
in Everyday Matters

You will say, "How | hated discipline! How my heart spurned
correction! | would not obey my teachers or listen to my instructors.
| have come to the brink of utter ruin in the midst of the whole
assembly.” Prov 5:12-14 (NIV)

How many times has the average believer gotten himself into a jam in everyday
matters and wondered "how in the world could this have happened to me?" Frequently
the problem is that left to our own "smarts" we will "mess up" and sometimes rather
badly. These messes can range from run-away debt to a failed marriage to an offspring
who has gotten himself into serious trouble with the law. Just because we are believers
in the Lord doesn't exclude us from bad judgments, or failed family because of neglect
of important biblical principles.
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The Practicality of Proverbs in
Everyday Matters.

The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel: *To
know wisdom and instruction, To discern the sayings of
understanding, *To receive instruction in wise
behavior,Righteousness, justice and equity; Proverbs 1:1-3 (NAS)

Proverbs was written by one of history's wisest men - he did not always follow his
wisdom - but his wisdom is undisputed. Solomon wrote Proverbs during a time in his
life when he was beginning to see the influence of ungodly counsel in his son’s life. He,
himself, was in the beginnings of some pretty serious temptations. Later on, Solomon
was to be the recepient of Divine Discipline because he abandoned the wisdom of God
and took up with the very counsel that he warned his son, Reoboam about. This gives
this book a background of experience in both the good and bad details of life but with
the infallible, excellent wisdom from the mind of God, himself.

The book of Proverbs can be approached as a user manual for both the young
(perhaps one with youthful arrogance) and the mature believer alike for sound
instruction on how to live in this world in such a way that he is fully prepared to
discover God's will for his life without the encumbrances of a messed up life.

The Debilitating Effect on a Christian's Testimony Who Is
Weighed down with Personal Problems

Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a
cloud of withesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us, Hebrews 12:1

There's been a lot of discussion of who the cloud of witnesses might be - that is not
scope of this study tonight. The important thing is that we all are running a race (get the
word picture?) and it is important for us not to "break training."

It's important here that we note that the writer of Hebrews is disclosing two problems
in running the race that we call the Christian life - "every weight" and sins that beset us -
that is, sins that seem to cause us to cross over the lane - swerving which could
disqualify us. The weight in this word picture causes us to lose the race - the swerving
sin disqualifies us. Both are to be avoided.

How many young Christian men have missed out in an effective ministry for the lord
because of the weight of a failing marriage or children who are a constant problem.
Then there is the weight of badly managed finances - the possibilities of weights are
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many. The solution to avoiding these weights can be found in the book of proverbs -
our user manual on the practical christian life.

In the next several weeks, Lord willing, the scope and approach of Proverbs is going
to be from such a viewpoint. There will most likely be a lot of "meddling" but in the
words of Solomon; “faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy
are deceitful." Prov 27:6 Solomon's instructions are going to "wound" but taken as a
beneficial whipping from a loving father we can receive blessings beyond our
imagination.

To illustrate the "weights" that hinder the believer, the apostle Peter strongly urges
the Christian husband to live with his wife in intimacy and to give her honor, as he
would to a precious temple vessel lest his prayers be hindered.! Likewise the wives are
to give honor to their husbands in submission®’. The how-to of these commands can
be found in our practical user manual - Solomon's book of Proverbs.

Our practical Christian life has a direct impact on our testimony - both within the
family and especially in the world. For example, a man who doesn't provide for his
family is worse than an unbeliever ®. Our user manual gives excellent instruction on this
matter.

Positive Instruction on Discovering God's
Plan (Will) for Our Lives.

Our instruction manual is not just an instruction book on the avoidance of a messed
up life. There are "sections" that cover the how of blessings in marriage, business,
personal relationships - you see, it is more important for the believer to seize the
blessing of God's plan then for him to recover from problems that he has brought on
himself through his own doings.

"...and find out what pleases the Lord." Eph 5:10

This command is not only our duty as the "Salt of the Earth" and "children of the

1

I PETER 3:7
2

| PETER 3:1-6

® If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate
family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. (I TIM 5:8)
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light" but is our key to living the practical Christian life - we will benefit from discovering
his plan - it is not an option, it is a prerequisite to a fulfilled life. The Christian who
ignores God's plan is a miserable, angry Christian who has closed down his options for
an joyful, effective ministry for the Lord.

...Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his
good, pleasing and perfect will. Rom. 12:2b

It's important to know that God would not command us to discover his plan,
his will and then leave us to our own inadequate devices. Proverbs can be such a
"tool" - a "guidebook" in the hands of the Christian - to test and approve to our own
satisfaction that we are in the center of his will.

* Matthew 5:13-16 "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its
saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything,
except to be thrown out and trampled by men.

[14] "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. [15]
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. [16] In the same way, let your
light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father
in heaven.
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